Robert Charles Mann (born 1960), also known as Robert Mann and,
in his recorded music, as ThenCameNow,[*] is an American composer
and fine-art photographer based in the Loire Valley, France. He worked for
many years as a master photographic printer for photographers including
Helmut Newton, Mary Ellen Mark, Peter Lindbergh, Sheila Metzner,
Pamela Hanson, and Dennis Hopper, and is known for his pinhole-camera
"solargraph” photography, exhibited by Galerie Capazza and Cardi Gallery
and shown in a solo exhibition at the Domaine national de Chambord. He
also holds an additional-music credit on the 2019 film Ad Astra.

Robert Charles Mann

Early life

Mann was born in 1960 in Wisconsin, United States, the son of a
photographer father and a concert pianist mother.[2] He made his first
photographic print in his father's darkroom at age eight, and has cited Born 1960 (age 65-66)

early exposure to Pictorialist photography of the early 1900s as an Wisconsin, United States
influence on his later work.[31l4][2] He studied music at Ohio State Other names Robert Mann: ThenCameNow
University and, in 1980, received a diploma in theory and performance
from the Musicians Institute in Hollywood, California;[41(5] he also studied
at the Pacific Northwest Film Scoring Program in Edinburgh.[3] He went
on to study astronomy, photography, and contemporary music
composition, receiving a diploma in platinum printing from the Maine
Photographic Workshop in Camden, Maine, in 1990, and a diploma in | Website robertcharlesmann.com
pigment printing from the Fine Print Studio of the Diisseldorf Museum in

1992.1415] Mann relocated to Paris, France, in 1989; by the mid-2020s,

press profiles described him as based in the Loire Valley.[4][6]

Occupations Composer - photographer
Years active 1980s—present

Known for  Solargraph and pinhole
photography; film scoring

Career

Music

Mann has worked as a composer and additional-music contributor on a number of film and television productions. He
composed the original score for The Aerialist (dir. Ned Farr) and holds an official additional-music credit on the 2019
film Ad Astra (dir. James Gray).[”] For Ad Astra, Mann composed on the Longwire, a large stringed instrument of his
own construction made from a salvaged 400-year-old oak beam suspended by a system of pulleys; his Longwire
compositions appear in the film's opening credits and in the climactic confrontation scene on Neptune.[8] The film's
soundtrack album, credited principally to Max Richter alongside Lorne Balfe and Nils Frahm, received a nomination for
the Grammy Award for Best Score Soundtrack for Visual Media in 2021.[9] Separately, Mann released Cosmic Vestiges
(2021), an album of his own material composed during the Ad Astra scoring period that was not used in the finished
film.[*°] Trade and lifestyle press have subsequently referred to Mann as an Ad Astra composer.!!]

He has also contributed additional music as co-composer with Cliff Martinez to Espion(s) (2009), directed by Nicolas
Saada, which was nominated for the César Award for Best First Feature Film at the 2010 César ceremony,*21(13] and to
the FX series Baskets, and has produced production-music libraries distributed by EMI/MYMA and APM Music. Mann
also records ambient, electronic, and film-adjacent music under the name ThenCameNow, including the album Between
Soil and Sun (2025).[1]

Photography

Mann began working as a master photographic printer and, according to a 1998 profile in The New Darkroom
Handbook, built six darkrooms in cities including New York, Los Angeles, and Paris, printing for photographers
including Herb Ritts, Helmut Newton, Mary Ellen Mark, Peter Lindbergh, Sheila Metzner, Pamela Hanson, and Dennis
Hopper, later working as an assistant to Herb Ritts for two years and serving as chief photographer for Exposure
magazine.[14131[6] According to the SOLARIS exhibition catalogue, Mann produced more than one million photographic
prints during the 1980s and 1990s.[3!
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Mann is a practitioner of pinhole photography and solargraphy, a technique that uses long-exposure pinhole cameras to
record the sun's path across the sky over periods of months, a practice he has followed since around 1990.05! In a 2013
artist statement, Mann described several earlier pinhole series: the Reflection series, made by pointing a red-filtered
pinhole camera at a water surface in opposition to the sun to record patterns of reflected light disturbed by currents and
submerged objects; the Head series, in which a subject was choreographed through a single two-minute exposure rather
than a composite of separate images, an approach Mann has attributed to the influence of Francis Bacon's paintings; and
the Window series, built around an 18th-century window found in the attic of his house in France and exploring themes
of voyeurism.[0] He is represented by Galerie Capazza (Nancay, France).['7] A 2019 solo presentation of his solargraphs
at Galerie Capazza was reviewed in Connaissance des Arts.[18]

Mann's connection to Brad Pitt began in the mid-2000s, when Herb Ritts Foundation executive director Mark McKenna
passed Mann's number to Pitt; Pitt called, the two met soon after, and their first collaboration was a photographic
feature, shot by Pitt, on his and Angelina Jolie's daily life for W Magazine, for which Mann produced the prints.[41[191(20]
Mann continued printing from Pitt's photographic archive, and Pitt is reported to have acquired eleven large prints from
Mann's own Orbit and Flowers series.[4]

Mann exhibited Méta Paysages at the Domaine de Chaumont-sur-Loire in 2017.14] During an artist residency at the
Chateau de Chaumont-sur-Loire spanning the winter and summer solstices of 2017-2018, Mann produced a solargraph
series recording the sun's path over six months, shown in the exhibition Solargraphs at the same venue in 2018 and
reviewed in Le Curieux des Arts.[1515] In 2012, a solo exhibition titled Then Came Now was presented at the Musée de
Vendome as part of the Promenades Photographiques festival, curated by Aline Manoukian.[21]

Mann has also produced a multi-year series of solargraphs at Chateau Miraval, Brad Pitt's estate in Provence, published
as the book Solargraphs — Chateau Miraval (Hemeria, 2025), with text by Mikaél Faujour and a preface by Pitt.[29]
Twenty of the solargraphs produced at Chateau Miraval are permanently displayed in the estate's sound studio, Miraval
Studios.8]

In late 2024, Mann undertook an artist residency at the Domaine national de Chambord from 28 October to 22
December, installing 43 pinhole cameras across the chateau and its forest estate to record the sun's path from the winter
solstice of 2024 to the summer solstice of 2025.[31(22] The resulting images were shown in the 2026 solo exhibition
SOLARIS at Chateau de Chambord, co-produced with Galerie Capazza,23] and published as an accompanying book of
the same name, available through Galerie Capazza.[24]

His work has also been included in institutional exhibitions including the National Gallery of Arts (Tirana, Albania,
2003),[4] the French Institute (New York, 2001),l4] the Provincetown Museum of Art (2000),[4! and the Pingyao
International Photography Festival at the Pingyao Museum (China, 2005).[41017] In 2020, his photograph Christel's
Hand was included in Parcours d'Art Contemporain autour d'Auguste Rodin, an exhibition of 60 contemporary artists
organized by Galerie Capazza in partnership with the Musée Rodin, presented across five sites in the Centre-Val de Loire
region including Galerie Capazza (Nancay) and the Musée du Berry (Bourges).[25]

Reception

Mann's solargraph work has received critical coverage in French, Italian, and English-language photography and arts
press. Writing in My Modern Met, Linnea Pejcha described the work as unfolding at a pace opposite to instant
photography, with time itself becoming the subject of the image rather than a captured moment.[26] In Revue Esprit
Magazine, critic Mika€él Faujour wrote that the images derive their unsettling effect from the contrast between chromatic
dynamism and stillness.[27] Reviewing the Chdteau Miraval book for FRAMES, W. Scott Olsen described the resulting
images as conveying not the passing of time but its presence.[28] ATR MAIL's Maggie Turner, Fisheye Magazine, and
Italian outlet Il Giornale dell’Arte each covered the SOLARIS exhibition at Chambord as a meditation on time and
monument, and the exhibition and book received further coverage in outlets including ARALYA, InsiderTrend.it, It Art
Bag, International Excellence Magazine, and Réponses Photo.[291[61(301(311(321(331(341(35]

Writing in the catalogue accompanying SOLARIS, art critic and independent curator Yannick Mercoyrol situated the
work within the pictorialist tradition of "non-photographic" images, arguing that Mann's long-exposure process makes
visible a form of time the eye cannot otherwise perceive, comparing the effect to layered sedimentary strata of
accumulated moments.[36] Critic Mikaél Faujour, writing separately in both Revue Esprit Magazine and the text
accompanying the Solargraphs — Chateau Miraval book, has situated Mann's solargraphs within a body of earlier
pictorial series (Orbits, Flowers, Reflections) and described the solargraph process as an art of "non-action,” in which
the long exposure records the accumulation of time rather than a captured instant.[271(29]
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Selected discography

Cosmic Vestiges (2021) — Mann's own material from the Ad Astra scoring period
The Aerialist (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack) (2020)
Cinematic Dark Lights (with the Budapest Symphony Orchestra) (2014)

Selected filmography (as composer / additional music)

Ad Astra (2019) — additional music
The Aerialist (2019) — composer
Espion(s) (2009) — additional music
Baskets (FX) — additional music
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